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subject* lower house inteirpellates Four ministers on 

PHUNG HOANG (PHOENiX) PRoGRaM 

\o Summary* on June 20 The lower house interpellated 
the ministers of Interior# justice and defense concerning 
alleged abuses by local officials in The phung hoang program 
(VC infrastructure Elimination). 

interpellation resulted from petition signed by 86 deputies 

FOR ministerial EXpLANATjON OF PHUNG HqANG AFTER HEARING 
REPORTS OF abuses PERPETRATED SPECIFICALLY 
IN VINH BINH PROVINCE. SrCRETaRY OF sTaTE THU OTLINED 
THE AIMS OF THE PROGRAM, THE PROCEDURES FOR TrE ARREST, 
INTERROGATION AND PROSECUTION OF VC SUSPECTS aND THE 

difficulties encountered, his testimony on the treatment Of 

VC SUSPECTS and the PROTECTION AFFORDED INNOCENTS, HOWEVER, 
WAS GREETED WITH SKEPTICfSM By THE DfPUTIES# 

MANY OF Whom bitterly cited examples Of abuses IN THEIR 
OWN provinces, during question and Answer period following 
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THU.S PRESENTATION/ HOWEVER/ INTERIOR MINISTER TRaN THIEN 
<HIEM admitted THAT SOME INJUSTICES hAD OCCURRED/ PARTICULARLY 
AT THE LOCAL LEVEL/ AND PLEDGED TO ATTEMPT REMEDY THEMo THE 
CONCILIATORY RESPONSES By KHIEM AND THE OTHER MINISTERS MAY 
have helped to defuse a WIDELY PUBLICISED AND POTENTIALLY 
EXPLOSIVE ISSUE. LH WILL DETERMINE STAND ON THE INTERPELLATION 
AT A LATER/ SO FAR UNSCHEDULED/ SESSjON. END SUMMARY 

2c ON JUNE 20/ INTERIOR MINISTER TRAn THIEN KHIEM/ DEFENSE 
MINISTER NGUYEN VAN VY/ JUSTICE MINISTER LE VaN THU AND 
secretary of state incharqe Of relations with the national 
assembly .VO HUU-XHU testified before a plenary session of 
the lower house on The government's controversial PHUNG HOaNG 

PROGRAM. INTERPELLATION hAD BEEN REQUESTED BY 86 DEPUTIES 
after a LH delegation composed of ho NGOC r u. mO Kirtnr 
NHLAN and NGO CONG DUC/ RESPECTIVELY CHAIRMEN OF THE INTERIOR/ 
RD and ANTI-CORRUPtION COMMITTEES/ RpTURNED FROM AN INSPECTION 
TRIP TO VINH bINH PROVINCE BEARING RpPoRTS OF ILLEGAL ARRESTS/ 
TO^RTURE# corruption AND ABUSES OF AUTHORITY CARRIED OUT IN 
THE name of The PHUNG HOaNQ PROGRAM. 

secretary of state THu began_the proceedings by outlining 

THE PHUNG HOANG PROGRAM wHlCH AIMS At COORDINATING THE 

resources OF the Various intelligence and security agencies 

(BOTH US and V IETNaMESE ) in AN EFFORT TO ELIMINATE KEY 
MEMBERS OF THE VIET CONG INFRASTRUCTURE* THU EMPHASIZED 
^ T 
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THAT The practical difficulties of AhASSING solid evidence 
against VC made it Necessary to arresT individuals suspected 

or BEING VC FOR INTERROGATION AND FURTHER INVESTIGATION. HE 

POINTED OUT That suspects whose vc^ Function was determined 

BY A provincial SECURITY COMMITTEE To FALL WITHiN a CERTAIN 
level op importance COULfl-R F DETAINED FOR UP TO TWO YE ARS 

w I TJjOyj-jB E ING accus ed or co nvicted Of CONMITTtnG any SPCCIE4 C 
Thu said a suspect ENjOYETTfl^TTiN LIMITED RIGHTS. FOR 
EXAMPLE/ the PROVINCIAL SECURITY COMmITTEE IS REQUIRED TO 
DECIDE TO detain OR RELEaSE A VC SUSpECT WIThIN ONE MONTH OF 

HIS arrest, moreover, while conceding some abuses at THE local 

LEVEL, minister THU SAID THAT SOPH T.ft I ^ A TED SCIENTIFIC METHODS 
THAT AVOIDED TORTURE AND FORCE WERE IjSED fo' 1 N T E R R 0 G rfF~Vc“ 
SUSPECts* HE also SAID ThAT VILLAGE CHIEFS WERE CONSULTED 
BEFORE SUSPECTS PICKED Up DURING MILITARY OPERATIONS WERE 

formally arrested. 






4. THU*s pat explanation of The procedures Of arrest, 

INTERROGATION AND PROSECuTION OF SuSpECTS DREW IMMEDIATE 
AND HEaTED rejoinders FRom NUMEROUS dERUTIES OF ALL 
POLITICAL PERSUASION'S WHn CITED CASES IN TmEIR Own PROVINCES 
WHERE THERE HAD BEEN SERlOUS ABUSES. NGC CONG DUC, ONE 
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OF THE deputies FRQM VINH BINH# THAT T H.E--EJli-J-££-- 

rHTFF nF HTS PR OVINCE HAPi KN.O jilNGLXJiS-RESTE.D I.NNOCINT PEOPLE . 

FOR THF PURPQSF OF EyTORT_l J3,N_f . DEPUTY TRUONG NGOC ThU/ ^ 

A BUDDHIST FROM THUA THIpN^ ALONG WifH SEVERAL OTHER DEPUTIES 
alleged that suspects were often detained FOR SIX TO EIGHT 
MONTHSt INSTEAD OF THE ONp MONTH MAXImUM) BEFORE THEIR 
CASES WERE CONSIDERED BY THE PROVINCIAL SECURITY COMMITTEE 

and that suspects were Frequently tortured to extract 

CONFESSIONS. SHE ADDED ThAT THE PEOPlE**HATED» THE GOVER- 

MENT after the initiation of the PHUNQ HOANG program* several, 

->EPUTIES STRONGLY PROTESTED INSTANCES IN WH I CH AM£R j CAN TRoOPS 
detained SUSPECTS DURING MILITARY OPERATIONS WITHOUT THE 
PRESENCE OF V I ETN AMESE AUTHOR I T I ES (W^ICH IS ILLEGAL) AND DID 
NOT immediately TURN THEM OVER TO LOrAL AUTHORITIES. DEPUTY 
HO NGOC NHUAN, A SaIGON cAHTOLIC. CHARGED THAT VILLAGE 
rHIEFS WERE NOT CONSULTED BEFORE VC SUSPECTS WERE ARRESTED 
DURING military OPERATIONS AS MlNISTpRS THU ANO <HI£M HAD 

alleged* 

5. 'minister XHIEM, Who EaRLIER had admitted before a 
meeting of the lh interior committee that there had been 
SOME indiscriminate ARREsTS AND DETENTIONS IN THE PROVINCES/ 
conceded that some of thf deputies* charges were true and 

PROMISED TO INVESTIGATE aNO TaKE ACTION AQAINST OFFENDING 

officials, he said That the joint general staff had already 
intervened with the AMERICANS TO PREvEnT UNILATERAL AMERICAN 
arrests of suspects during military operations (VC CAUGHT_ 

IN GLAGRANTE DELICTO BEInQ AN EXCEPTION) AND THAT SUCH INCIDENTS 

HAD BEEN REDUCED* XHIEM PREDICTED TH^T AS MORE VILLAGE OFFICIALS 

WERE ELECTED/ THE SEPARATION OF POWER AT THE LOCALi LEVEL 

WOULD BE REINFORCED AND CONSEQUENTLY THE ABUSES BY SECURITY 

AGENCIES WOULD DIMlNjsH. XHIEM CONCLUDED BY EMPHASIZING 

THAT / CONSIDERING THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY VC TERROR/ THE BENEFITS 

derived from the PHOENIX PROGRAM FAR OUTWEIGHED THE ABUSES. 

<. THE LONG SESSION ENDEo AFTER ATTENDANCE HaO DROPPED FROM _ 

THE INITIAL NINETY. FIVE oEPUTlES TO THIRTY AND IT WAS DECIDED TO 
REQUEST the MINISTERS TO RESPOND IN WRITING TO MaNY STILL 
unanswered questions. THp: LH WILL DEtERmInE ITS STAND ON THE 

INTERPELLATION AT ANOTHER SESSION. 

i^OMMENTi THE PHUNG HOaNG PROGRAM IS i CONTROVERSIAL ONE 
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and UNDENIABLY/ SOME INJUSTICES HAVE BEEN COMMITTED IN ITS 
NAME. mOEROVER/ PReSS REPORTS OF THE DEPUTIES* FINDINGS 
IN VINH BINH have KEPT ThE ISSUE BEFORE THE PUBLIC. HOWEVE 
THE MINISTERS* SYMPATHETIC AND REASONABLE RESPONSES DURING 
THE interpellation, aS WrLL *S MINISTER KMIEM*S PREVIOUS 
ADMISSION OF ABUSES AND PROMISE TO AjTEMPT TO REMEDY THEM, 
may HAVE DEFUSED ThE iSSyE TO A CONSIDERABLE El^TENT. 
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